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Textbook


PHP & MySQL: Your visual blueprint for creating dynamic, database-driven Web sites

Valade

Visual

ISBN: 0470048395
You might find a USB stick useful for transporting files, but it isn’t a requirement.
Course Description
This course presents the features and concepts of dynamic Web sites which are driven by a relational database management system. Students will also acquire the skills and techniques needed to build and deploy dynamic Web applications that interact with a powerful database.
(3 lecture/3 lab hours – 4 credits)
Prerequisites

CIS 151 and CIS 210
Technology
This class will use PHP and MySQL as the programming language and database server (respectively). This is a change from previous semesters so that the skills you learn will be in better alignment with what the industry uses.
Your development environment will be hosted on a Linux machine. Again, this is to better reflect real-world conditions you are likely to find. Information about the server including how to access it and acceptable use policies will be discussed in class.
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Core Competencies

February 2004
This list reflects the core competencies that are essential for all GCC graduates, but does not include all competencies that our graduates should possess.

Solve Problems

• Critical Thinking and Information Literacy

The ability to access, analyze, synthesize, evaluate and apply information from a variety of sources to make sound decisions.

• Mathematical Reasoning

The ability to understand and solve practical problems using mathematical methods.

• Teamwork

The ability to work collaboratively with others to solve problems efficiently and effectively.

Share Information

• Communication

The ability to communicate one’s thoughts in a clear and concise manner both orally and in writing.

• Computer/Technological Literacy

The ability to use technology for research, information processing and communication.

Live Responsibly

• Awareness of the Arts

The ability to understand and appreciate literary, visual or performing arts. 

• Community Skills

The ability to understand historical and current events in a global context and the social, political and environmental responsibilities of global citizenship.

• Personal Skills

The ability to understand the individual’s responsibility for learning and for maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

CIS-264 Core Competencies

This course focuses on two of GCC’s Core Competencies:
· Critical Thinking 


· Information Technology.

Student Learning Outcomes

	CIS-264 students will
	GCC’s
Core Competencies
	Evaluation / Assessment

	Recognize the general organization of a web application and supporting systems.
	Computer/
Technological Literacy

	-  Homework/ lab assignments
-  Exams

	Develop an understanding of PHP including how and when it executes programs.
	Computer/
Technological Literacy

	-  Homework/ lab assignments
-  Exam

	Create programs in PHP that run on the web.
	Critical Thinking 

Computer/
Technological Literacy
	-  Homework/ lab assignments
-  Exams
-  Rubric for critical thinking exam problems

	Understand the functionality of a database (MySQL) and be able to create, retrieve, update and delete data in it.
	Critical Thinking 

Computer/
Technological Literacy
	-  Homework/ lab assignments
-  Exams
-  Rubric for critical thinking exam problems

	Connect to a database server through PHP to create dynamic web pages.
	Computer/
Technological Literacy
	-  Homework/ lab assignments
-  Exams

	Recognize and identify common security vulnerabilities in web applications and countermeasures.
	Computer/
Technological Literacy
	-  Homework/ lab assignments
-  Exams


Grading
	Exams (2)
	35%

	Participation
	10%

	Labs
	15%

	Projects
	40%


	A+
	> 97
	B+
	87-90
	C+
	77-80
	D+
	67-70

	A
	93-97
	B
	83-87
	C
	73-77
	D
	63-67

	A-
	90-94
	B-
	80-83
	C-
	70-73
	D-
	60-63

	
	
	
	
	
	
	F
	< 60


Exams

Exams are likely going to be essay focused. Expect open-ended questions. You’ll be expected to write small code snippets (it’s a programming class!)
Participation

Participation is being prepared for class (bring book), engaging in class activities and joining in discussions. Of course, you can’t participate if you don’t come to class, so attendance is a major part.
Labs

Labs are meant to reinforce concepts introduced during lecture. They will be assigned weekly.
Projects
Projects must be submitted, electronically, on or before the due date. Late projects will not be accepted and will receive no credit.
There is no fixed schedule for when projects will be assigned. 
Course Policies

Attendance

The course content is cumulative in nature. Therefore, students are expected to attend all classes. Exams and quizzes may not be made up, except in emergency situations or with the pre-approval of the instructor. A missed class is not an adequate excuse for not being informed about activities that occurred during class. You should contact a classmate to find out what you missed.
I will call role at the beginning of class to help me learn names. You must also sign the attendance sheet at some point during the class. If you don’t see the sheet, ask for it.
Interruptions

Cellphones and beepers should not go off during class. Either put it on vibrate and take the call in the hallway or turn them off. 
Netiquette

On WebCT and emails, please observe a professional tone. That means ALL CAPITALS, reeely bad speeling and excessive punctuation (!!!!!!) should be avoided. Also, please refrain from “IM speak”. I’m old now and can’t decipher as well as I used to.

Computer Policies

Please make sure that you are logged on to your computer with your account credentials and not as anyone else. Also, please try to use the same computer each week so that any information you save on it will still be there.
Withdrawal

Students should familiarize themselves with the college’s withdrawal dates, policy and procedures, all of which are explained in the catalog. Remember you must present the instructor with paperwork to withdraw so that the appropriate grade of “W” is given in the course. Failing to properly withdraw could result in another notation or a failing grade, which may make life more difficult for you later.

Academic Honesty

I’m sure there will not be any cheating in this class, but please familiarize yourself with the policies in your student handbook. Do not assume you can use a group to solve problems in the class unless you are explicitly told so.

Students with Disabilities

If you believe you may need special accommodations as a student with a documented disability, please contact Special Services on campus. All reasonable efforts are made to accommodate all students at GCC.

Campus Information
	Academic Advisement Center
	415-2197

	Bookstore
	415-2249

	Computer Lab – Instructional Center
	468-5000 ext 6431

	Computer Network Help Desk
	415-HELP (4357)

	Learning Resource Center
	415-2248

	Library
	415-2252, http://www.gccnj.edu/library/

	WebCT
	http://portal.gccnj.edu/ 
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